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First Day Tour of Schools 
 
It never ceases to amaze me how quickly even our youngest learners 
become engaged in meaningful learning activities during the first day of 
school.  It is also amazing how quickly our two new elementary 
secretaries (Kim Barney-Stoy and Kristine Watson-Van Sciver) are 
making this vital role in a school community their own. Other than the 
accidental pulling of a fire alarm during lunch at Van Sciver on 
September 7th, we have gotten off to a smooth start to the school year. 

Back to School Nights 

We have had good turnout so far for district Back to School Nights 
throughout the district. The schedule next week includes: 

 Stoy – September 25th – 7pm 
 Jennings – September 26th – 7pm 
 HTHS – September 27th – 7pm 

Follow us on Twitter 

We have created a new district Twitter account to serve as a central hub 
for news, information, and sharing of noteworthy events throughout all 
district schools and the Board of Education.  Follow us @ _htsd and 
you'll be the first to know important things going on around the district 
including when we will be closed for a snow day! 
 
School Board Election on November 6th  
 
The due date to file a petition to run for the Board was July 30, 2018. 
There will be three available seats, but only two candidates filed 
petitions to run by the deadline.  If there is a qualified write-in 
candidate who has all of the criteria to be a board member, that 
candidate will win a seat.  If however, there is no qualified write-in 
candidate, the Camden County Executive Superintendent will appoint 
someone to the board.   
 

https://www.twitter.com/_htsd


Fall Parent Safety Meeting 
 
As a follow-up to our spring meeting last year, we will hold a Fall Parent 
Safety Meeting on Thursday, October 11th at 7pm in the HTHS 
Auditorium. We will review our ongoing district efforts to improve 
safety and security, as well as solicit input regarding parent concerns. 
 
Recchino Ribbon-Cutting Celebration  
 
Unfortunately it “rained on our parade” for the Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony that was scheduled for Saturday, September 8th.  We are 
working with HT Athletics and HTAA to try to reschedule this event for 
Friday, October 5th.  We will confirm this date as soon as planning is 
finalized. 
 
Donations/Grants 
 
The Van Sciver School Student Council is donating a buddy bench to 
dedicate in honor of Karen Reeves. 
 
The Van Sciver PTA donated two basketball hoops for the Van Sciver 
playground. 
 
Target provided a $2,000 “Strengthening our Schools” grant to Stoy 
Elementary School for playground equipment, books, and other 
supplies. 
 
Electronic Sign 
 
Due to the unforeseen cuts to our state aid in July, we needed to delay 
the restoration of the electronic sign at HTHS.  As many noticed, we lost 
the ability to communicate with the sign last year which, unfortunately, 
created a continuous invitation to Santa’s Breakfast that lasted well into 
the Spring! We can now confirm that the necessary work to restore the 
electronic sign at Cuthbert Blvd will be completed on October 5th.  We 
look forward to being able to light the sign again with relevant and 
timely district news!  
 
 
 
 



Visit from the Executive County Superintendent 
 
Our Camden County Superintendent, Lovell Bassett, attended a morning 
of our professional development on September 5th and followed up her 
visit with this correspondence: 

 
Thank you so much for allowing me to join you and your staff during this first 
week of school.  I realize that this week is riddled with a mixture of excitement, 
anxiety and all kinds of optimism as we prepare for yet another year of molding 
the lives of the students we serve. Your staff appeared focused and motivated 
and absolutely ready for what’s to come. I was especially excited about the “out 
of the box” work that you said you were doing regarding mindfulness for both 
your students and staff; the wonderful seminar that I was able to observe 
regarding the teenage brain and how to use that knowledge to improve student 
success (academically and emotionally); and the upcoming session you have 
planned entitled “Screenagers” to address the impact of digital addiction on 
teens.  If my schedule permits, I will surely be back to attend the additional two 
parts of the Teen Brain series as well as the Screenager session in the upcoming 
months. I would love to have your staff bring some of their expertise to our 
roundtable and/or curriculum/director meetings to share with others in the 
county. The department realizes that sometimes, districts are not adequately 
recognized for all the work that goes into preparing for students to return for a 
new school year.  Please accept this as one level of acknowledgement that 
Haddon Township School District is truly doing what is necessary to develop a 
well rounded student with an eye towards great success. On behalf of the 
NJDOE, thank you for all the great work that you and your staff are doing and 
once again, thank you for your hospitality. 

 

I’d like to thank our administrators and staff presenters who, under Liz 
Mennig’s leadership, invest so much energy and focus in providing the 
wonderful sessions described above as well as many others throughout 
the year. 
 
Professional Development 
 

We got right back into the swing of school with two full days of 
professional development for staff on September 4th and 5th.  We 
utilized a variety of formats and dove into a wide range of topics.  Staff 
rotated through sessions devoted to digital citizenship, data analysis 
(LinkIt), and research-based instructional practices, as well as topics 
mandated by the State.  In addition, we began our mini-courses for the 
year, where participants have self-selected a topic from a menu of 
choices and will continue learning about it in depth over the school 
year.  Recognizing that over a third of our teaching staff has been with 
us for less than five years, we also managed to work in a little team 
building as well.  It was a wonderful way to kick off "Back to School 
Week" for sure! 


